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Banff School of Fine Arts 


Sometimes referred to as ''the campus in the clouds," the Banff 
School of Fine Arts and Centre for Continuing Education, has the 
most breathtaking setting of any university campus in Canada, pos- 
sibly the world, and it is a campus of the University of Alberta. 


It all started thirty-three years ago when aSchool in the Arts Re- 
latedtothe Theatre was established at Banff and affiliated with the 
University of Alberta. In 1936 Donald Cameron, then director of 
the University's Department of Extension, became director of the 
Banff School of Fine Arts and has been its director ever since, 


This year, the school celebrated the 33rd AnnualSummer Festival 
of the Arts. Some 1,000 students from Canada, the United States, 
and various countries abroad have congregated at this renowned 
mountain retreat to attend courses which may be taken for Univer- 
sity Credit, BanffSchool Certificates, or simply for recreation and 
pleasure. They attend courses in Theatre Arts and Musical Thea- 
tre; Ballet; Music; Painting; Play and Short Stories, TV and Radio 
Writing; Journalism and Literature;Handicrafts; Modern Languages; 
Photography; and Figure Skating. Some of this year's distinguished 
staff members are from the Edmonton campus - Professors H.G. 
Glyde and Harry Wohlfarth (Art); Professors Thomas Rolston and 
Sandra Munn (Music); and Professor George Melnikov (French), 


Upon visiting the school one cannot fail to catch the enthusiasm of 
Senator Cameron, his able staff, and the students, for this marve- 
lous and world-renowned school. One wakes in the morning to a 
spectacular view of Banff and the surrounding panorama of the 
Rocky Mountains, and to top it off, the sounds of an operatic aria, 
a piano concerto, or a string solo are in the air. Classes are 
held from 7 a.m. to 10 p.m, and this year astudent delegation ap- 
proached Senator Cameron asking that classes be extended from 
6 a.m. to 11 p.m. 


Scholarship Night at the Banff School of Fine Arts is one of the 
highlights of the Summer Session. This is the night when the do- 
nors of scholarships and prizes, tenable in the current session, 
personally present them to the successful candidates, Approxi- 
mately one student in every five attending the Banff School of Fine 
Arts is the recipient of one of these scholarships. Many receive 


Nestled at the foot of Mt. Rundall is the Banff School of Fine Arts 
(circled) with the town of Banff in the foreground. 


more than one. This year 186 such scholarships totalling more 
than $35, 000 were presented to students from as far away as Swe- 
den, Past scholarship winners have gone on to star in such fields 
as the Stratford Festival, opera (Joan Sutherland was one of these 
stars), ballet companies including the Royal Ballet, movies, and 
radio. Hundreds of others are contributing leadership in cultural 
fields and communities throughout Canada. 


Scholarship Night 1965 held July 23rd at the Banff School was a 
memorable occasion. At that time President Walter H. Johns 
presented the University of Alberta National Award in Letters to 
Dr. Will R. Bird of Halifax. Dr. Bird is a well-known Canadian 
author whose flair for bringing the historical past alive, both in 
fiction and non-fiction writings, has brought him national acclaim, 


The Awards presentations were followed by an exciting concert 
which illustrated the many fine talents of students attending the 
school. Hard work, initiative and drive are three basic ingre- 
dients for a successful student at the School. In the words of 
Senator Cameron, "one of the basic lessons which students learn 


at the Banff School of Fine Arts is that there are no shortcuts to 
perfection." 


Pictured above is the administration building at the Banff School 
where most of the classes in the fine arts are held. 


